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IM THE CLAIMS; 

1 . (currently amended) A hardware upgrade for enhancing the functionality 
of a set top converter in a television program delivery system, each set top converter 
having o mailbox adapted to receive electronic mail and having a microprff^essor , the 
hardware upgrade comprising: 

an interface for providing an electrical connection to the set top converter, 
whereby the electronic mail is transfen-ed from the set top converter for processing and 
the processed electronic mail is passed to the set top converter for display; 

a memory for storing interactive programming instmctions that enable a 
subscriber to engage in textual interactivity with online applications; and 

at least one microprocessor connected to said memory and connected to said 
interface for accessing the stored interactive programming instaictions and for 
processing the electronic mail to produce processed electronic mail based on the stored 
interactive programming infttnmtirtns the microprocessor of the hardware upgrade 
ca pable of communicatinQ with the micropro cessor of the set top converter throMPh the 
interface . 

2. (Original) The hardware upgrade according to claim 1 , wherein said 
television program delivery system comprises digital video. 

3. (Original) The hardware upgrade according to claim 1 , wherein the 
interface Is a mailbox interface and the electronic mail is transfen-ed between the set top 
converter and the mailbox interface in a serial or a parallel format. 

4. (Original) The hardware upgrade according to claim 1 , wherein the 

interface comprises: 

circuitry for receiving subscriber inputs from the set top converter, wherein the 
received subscriber inputs include textual infonnnation that is used to produce the 
processed electronic mail and for transferring the processed electronic mail to the set 
top converter for display. 
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5 (Original) The hardware upgrade according to claim 1 , for use with on-line 
databases, interactive services and message services outside of the television program 
delivery system, wherein the hardware upgrade further comprises a telephone modem 
connected to the at least one microprocessor and adapted to provide communications 
capability with the on-line databases, interactive services and message services. 

6. (Previously Presented) The hardware upgrade according to claim 4. 
further comprising: 

a memory connected to the at least one microprocessor for storing the processed 
electronic mail. 

7-15. (Cancelled) 

< 

16. (currently amended) A method for enhancing the functionality of a set top 
converter in a television program dellveiy system, each set top converter havi«§^ 
mailbex adapted to receive electronic mail Rnri hrivlng microprocessor, the method 

comprising the steps of: 

providing an electrical connection between the set top converter and a hardware 
upgrade the^^attbe*. whereby the electronic mail is transferred from the set top 

converter for processing; 

storing interactive programming instmctions that enable a subscriber to engage 

in textual interactivity with online applications; 

accessing the stored Interactive programming instructions; and 

processing the electronic mail to produce processed electronic mail based on the 

stored interactive programming Instructionsiand 

.„mm. .nir^tina between t h. mirmnmcessor nf the set top converter and a 

rYiinrnpmrPSsnr of the harrlware upgrade. 

17. (Original) The method according to claim 1 6. wherein said television 
program delivery system comprises digital video. 



333172-1 

PAGE 6/16*RCVDAT4f13l2005 3:46:30 PM [Eastern Daylight Time]*SVR:USPT0-EFXRF-1f5*^ 



Apr-13-2005 03:39pin Frora-Moser, Patterson 4 Shsridan, LLP - NJ +17325309808 



T-703 P. 007/01 6 F-571 



PATENT 

Serial No. og/15S,$a9 
Any. DM. No. SSON/5515 



18. (Original) The method of claim 16. further comprising the step of: 
transferring data between the set top converter and the mailbox in either serial or 

parallel format. 

19. (Original) The method according to claim 16, wherein said step of 
providing an electrical connection to the set top converter further comprises: 

receiving subscriber inputs from the set top converter, wherein the received 
subscriber inputs includes textual infonmation that is used to produce the processed 

electronic mail; and 

transferring the processed electronic mail to the set top converter for display. 

20. (Original) The method according to claim 1 6. further comprising the step of 
communicating with on-line databases, interactive sen/ices and message services 
outside of the television program delivery system. 



of: 



21 . (Original) The method according to claim 19. further comprising the step 
storing the processed electronic mail. 
22-40. (Cancelled) 

41 . (currently amended) A hardware upgrade card for enhancing the 
functionality of a set top converter in a television program delivery system, each set top 
converter hoving a mailbox adapted to receive electronic mall a nd having a 
microprocessor , the hardware upgrade card comprising: 

an interface for providing an electrical connection to the set top converter, 
whereby the electronic mail Is transferred from the set top converter for processing and 
the processed electronic mail is passed to the set top converter for display; 

a memory for storing interactive programming instructions; and 

at least one microprocessor connected to said memory and connected to said 
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interface for accessing the stored interactive programming Instructions and for 
processing the electronic mail to produce processed electronic mail based on the stored 
interactive programming instmctions thn mirnprnressor of the hardware upgrade card , 
nf .ommunr-^'-n » f ^ th. mlcroproceg-nr of the SPt top mnverter through the 

interface . 

wherein said hardware upgrade card is removably connected to said set top 
converter. 

42. (Previously Presented) The hardware upgrade card of claim 41 , wherein the 
interactive programming instructions enable the subscriber to engage in textual 
interactivity with online application. 

43. (New) The hardware upgrade of claim 1 . wherein the hardware upgrade 
enables the subscriber to engage in textural interactivity using overlay menus. 

44. (New) The hardware upgrade of claim 1 , wherein the microprocessor of the 
set top converter is capable of coordinating reception of signals from the television 
program delivery system and interacting with an upstream data transmitter. 
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